Radical radiation therapy for adenocarcinoma of the uterine cervix.
Analysis of the therapeutic value of radical irradiation for patients with uterine cervical adenocarcinoma with special reference to pelvic disease control. 20 patients with uterine cervical adenocarcinoma were treated with a combination of external beam and intracavitary irradiation (four patients stage IB, one stage IIA, three stage IIB and twelve patients stage IIIB). Seven patients were treated with high dose-rate (HDR) intracavitary irradiation, eleven with low dose-rate (LDR) intracavitary irradiation and two with HDR and LDR. Six out of the 20 patients experienced pelvic recurrence (all stage IIIB patients). Analysis of the relation between pelvic recurrence and dose rate of intracavitary irradiation revealed that LDR showed a higher pelvic disease control rate than HDR (6/7 vs. 0/4) in stage IIIB patients. Intracavitary irradiation doses of LDR were 1.2 to 1.5 times higher than those of HDR. Three out of the 20 patients developed rectal complication grade 2 (two patients treated with HDR, one with LDR). The five-year cumulative survival rate was 67.2% for all, 100% for stage I and II, and 43.3% for stage IIIB patients. These results suggest that locally advanced uterine cervical adenocarcinoma should be treated with a higher dose using LDR intracavitary irradiation. If adequate total doses can be delivered, pelvic disease control of uterine cervical adenocarcinoma is comparable with that achieved for squamous cell carcinoma.